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Joyce Marie Sheldon and the First Grade Class
at Riverbend Elementary School
The students in my First Grade have benefited from a series of workshops presented by the author of Making Good Decisions.  These workshops instill the five core values of trust, compassion, fairness, responsibility and respect.  They cover such subjects as friendship, diversity, bullying, smoking, alcohol, drugs, and reactions to world events.

In these sessions, my students have been taken on adventures during which character-based lessons are learned.  They have traveled along with the main characters as they struggled to arrive at their decisions – good or bad – and share in the consequences they experienced.

In true storytelling fashion, my students have been taken on imaginary trips which have taught them to care and value each person, and accept and appreciate differences.  Whether it’s the Poor Little Purple Pumpkin, a story about being difference, or Ryan and Katie Meet Jo Lo and Ming Sing, a story about respecting other cultures and traditions, the students have learned to care and value each person.

Making Good Decisions consists of 20 different workshops each of which includes creative worksheets, coloring pages, puzzles, a Y-GUY Decision-Making Guide, and vocabulary lessons.  A Certificate of Completion accompanies each presentation.

My entire First Grade has delighted in the presence of this unique storyteller and they look forward to each visit.  
A local newspaper quoted the author as saying, “As the need increases to provide our young people with lessons in good character, so the need increases to provide meaningful and relevant learning programs to which the audience can easily relate.  It is my belief Making Good Decisions fills this need.”
Yours truly,

Renee Gidcumb
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