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August 2005
RE:  CHARACTER ON CALL – Making Good Decisions
To Whom It May Concern:

There is an innovative literacy program which I have personally used with outstanding success in numerous classroom settings with children from all walks of life.  It is a series of lesson programs designed by Joyce Marie Sheldon, author, storyteller and character education advocate.  This program is powerful and it works!  The lessons are character based and teach good decision making, a skill every child must be taught to promote healthy living.

This program consists of stories which are of high interest to the students because they relate on a personal level with the characters, Ryan and Katie.  It interests them tremendously that Ryan and Katie are “growing” in the stories also. And facing the same challenges they face with their peers on an everyday basis.  The stories are written on different age levels and the characters grow up in the series, like favorite TV sitcom characters.  My students are fascinated with Ryan and Katie and therefore, aspire to be good decision makers along with them.

The key to these stories is the opportunity to see decision-making skills in action.  This, along with the “Y-GUY” practice pattern, enables the students to track decisions the characters make.  The “Y-GUY” theory is easily remembered by the students.  I have seen and heard them use it consistently in their own decision making.  
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The choices or paths of decisions are more carefully monitored with the “Y-GUY” in place.  The discussion on the decision making and good character ensues with a furor.  Students today want to be heard.

The lessons can be used in a variety of ways, including theatrical performance.

Peer monitoring is the strongest form of safety we can offer our children.  Educating them to protect themselves through decision making is a gift we can give to each of them.  I will incorporate this program into each year of lessons I teach.  I believe these are the greatest lessons I can offer my students.  If you are fortunate enough to find Joyce Sheldon available to present these programs personally, I hope you will take advantage of the opportunity.

Yours truly,

Denise M. Hazlett
Denise M. Hazlett


